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A CHECK by my paper

on five sets of recycling bins last
week on Orchard Road revealed
that every bin had been misused
- each of the clearly labelled
bins contained rubbish that did
not match its intended purpose.

According to the National En-
vironment Agency's (NEA)
statistics, 10 to 20 per cent of
materials collected by recycling
bins are not recyclable.

Our reporter also noticed that
people preferred to throw their
rubbish, including recyclable
wastes, into generic trash bins.

Some people have written to
newspapers' forum pages, sug-
gesting that fines be imposed on
those who misuse recycle bins
and refuse to sort their rubbish.

However, non-profit organisa-
tion ECO-Singapore said that
enacting fines will only create ill
feelings for the eco-friendly
movement and messages. The
Singapore Environment Council
said that most people in Singa-
pore are agreeable to sorting
their trash, but the lack of facili-
ties make it difficult.

The NEA thinks it is not nec-
essary to implement fines to
push the eco message. Participa-
tion in recycling projects, it said,
has grown considerably and
steadily over the last few years.
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